
Maybe if more people learned the history of 
some of these homes others will want to save 
them and bring them back to their glory.
 -Barbara, Pittsburgh Resident

1893 – John Megahan was a German immigrant. He moved 
to Wilkinsburg to start a business with his brother. The broth-
ers were successful, and John purchased land and had this 
house built. Construction was completed by 1896, at which 
time John sold the property to Annie Benton for a nice pro�t. 
John became a life-long Wilkinsburg resident. After his wife 
died, John lived with his son. 214 Franklin Avenue’s creator 
passed away in 1944.

1896 – Annie Benton moved into the new house, bringing 
a husband, two children, two brothers, and a father along with 
her. By 1900, she was widowed. Annie and her remaining 
family continued to live in the house until 1911. At that time, 
214 Franklin’s �rst family passed their home on to someone 
else, leaving it full of memories and traces of their time there, 
both good and sad.

1911- Laura V. Davis, a missionary and member of the Pres-
byterian church, lives in the house for 34 years.

1945- Eric Martin, his parents Arthur and Emma, and his 
wife Grace make 214 Franklin their home. Arthur was a 
member of the Automotive Society of Engineers.

1948 – Leonard, Pauline, and their son David moved into 
the house. The Geroulds are a high-achieving family. Leonard’s 
brother was head of the English Department at Princeton, and 
Leonard graduated from MIT with a degree in Industrial Sci-
ence. Moving to an industrial city like Pittsburgh made perfect 
sense for this family. Leonard worked for the Storage Battery 
Department at Westinghouse Machine Co. David’s nickname 
was “Porkey,” and he graduated from Wilkinsburg High School 
in 1936.

1955 – The house is sold to Hulda R. Latta, formerly Hulda 
R. Monroe. She owned the house until 1990, and passed away 
three years later in Irwin, PA.

1990-1999 –John and Allegra Pappalardo take owner-
ship of the property, and rent it out, rather than residing there.

1999 - Allegra Pappalardo’s estate is sold to Mark Haak, a 
mortgagor for the Alexander Thomas Company. He handles 
this property in the name of his �rm until 2003.

2003 – John Galeza, a realtor, life insurance agent, and car 
salesman, owns the house for ten years.

2013 - Currently, the MRK LCC Corporation owns the prop-
erty. The house is boarded up and has been condemned by 
Allegheny County. It has a taxable market value of $19,700.
If this house could talk, what would it say? What other memo-
ries does it hold? Can we bring it to life again?

This house was 
a home.


